Flowers in Winter
song-cycle for mezzo-soprano and piano; duration ~8’00”
lyrics by Thandiwe McMillan, composed by Hannah C Sobel
1. Friday the 13th
1. Baby Girl
IIl.  What this voice can do

Program Notes:

Flowers in Winter, a set of 3 poems by Thandiwe McMillan, is a brief overview of McMillan’s
life thus far, as she emerges into adulthood. The 3 poems, selected from McMillan’s book of the
same title, chronicle her growth into a world that seemed to have nothing but spite for her, and
her strength in overcoming it.

Lyrics:
1. Friday the 13th

Thunder roared and dark skies flashed with lightning rays
On Friday the 13th; a supposedly cursed day.

8 hours of induced labor - of pain
“Make doo-doo,” the doctor says again and again

I was one of 300,000 babies born in the US that day
But others weren’t so lucky, I have to say...

“Mother and Baby killed”- The New York Times
As their eyes shut forever, I opened mine

Tupac Shakur; age 25

Today he slipped into eternal sleep

Torture victim sues

Last day for sale on pantyhose

I try to find happy articles but I cannot
Only ads, tragic stories, death, and whatnot

I awoke on the day of my birth,
to a broken, shattered, Earth.
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Baby Girl

Mum called me Baby Girl
for 6 months after I
entered this world.

She couldn’t think of a name.
I often feel like a baby girl—

Naive and sensitive
Crying and trying
to take my first
clumsy steps.

In this strange universe.

I lose myself

collecting vomit-green money
that is used to define

me as if [ were a word

in a dictionary.

The world becomes exhausting
for a baby girl.

What this voice can do

This is not a small voice.
This voice is crisp,
sharp,

This voice stands alone,
speaks its mind.

it is the voice heard from
the back of the auditoriums,
that turns heads

with what it has to say.

This voice holds power.



This voice will

not be muted.

It will stand at the head
of the protest line.

This voice will not be
silenced.

It will not be drowned
like those

of its ancestors.



I. Friday the 13th

Hannah C Sobel

Thandiwe McMillan
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II. Baby Girl

Thandiwe McMillan Hannah C Sobel
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Hannah C Sobel

Thandiwe McMillan
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This voice holds pow-er.
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