
 

what’s it trying to feel like? 

 

Libretto by Simone Stern 

Music by Hannah Cai Sobel 

 

 

Cast of Characters (in order of appearance): 

Narrator – baritone  

Sue – mezzo-soprano 

Margaret – mezzo-soprano 

Husband (can double Narrator) – baritone  

 

 

what’s it trying to feel like is an eight-minute surrealist piece which follows a narrator following two 

women, Sue and Margaret, as they attempt to discuss Margaret’s marriage. We see Margaret navigate the 

emotions and numbness that accompany her archetypal heterosexual marriage. The piece explores themes 

of indecision, tension, and telling the emotional truth of a story.  
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I'm a fraid- to write a bout- real e mo- tions.-
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ø ø

Narrator

Piano

I don't want to feel. this does n't- make a lot of sense to me.
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°

Narrator

Piano

why am i so self a ware.- nar cis- sist.- wash ing- car.
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Narrator

Piano

Wash ing- ton.-

q = 56

114

q = 56

°

Margaret

Husband

Piano

Thanks or wash ing- the car dar ling- pooch ey- kins.-
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an y- thing- for you mon pu bis.-

ø ø

Margaret

Piano

I have some thing- to ask you to do, my par fait.-
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Margaret

Piano

you are like an on ion.- so ma ny- lay ers.-

123

° ø

Margaret

Piano

could you check un der- neath- the car. just get un der- there. just look.

125

ø ø

Narrator

Piano

and she like gets in to- the car. and it looks like she's try ing- to run him
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Margaret

Narrator

Piano

but she like
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o ver.- but he likegets out ear ly- or some thing.-

ø °

Margaret

Piano

paus es.- it looks like pain or

132

ø ø ø ø

Margaret

Piano

sad ness- but rea lly- she's try ing- to do some thing- else.
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Narrator

Piano

it's like there's a lit tle- sign un der- neat- that says I love you.
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Narrator

Piano

and like she was as signed- to put it there. why? is she a fake wife?
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Narrator

Piano

she has to have real feel ings- so it's sad but it was based on a

q = 96
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q = 96
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lie. the dra ma.- No. he got a call from un der- there so he
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Narrator

Piano

ne ver- saw the sign. why did she get in the car.

accel. 

151

accel. 

Sue

Margaret

Narrator

Piano

That's not

q = 66
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That's not

so she could drive them a way- to a par ty.- That's not

q = 66
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Sue

Margaret

Narrator

Piano

fun ny.- What's it try ing- to feel like?

rit. 

156

fun ny.- What's it try ing- to feel like?

fun ny.- What's it try ing- to feel like?

rit. 

ø ø ø

&

#

∑

&

#

∑

?#
∑

&

#

∑

?#

œ œ Ó
œ

œ
œ œ

œ

œ œ

Ó

œ œ
Ó

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ

Ó

œ œ

Ó
œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ Ó

Œ ‰
œ

j
Œ ‰

œ

j
Œ ‰

œ

j Ó

w

œ
œ
œ

J ‰
œ
œ
œ

J ‰ œ
œ
œ

J ‰ œ
œ
œ œ

w
w

19


